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etc., on the products of our dream-fancy is due to the
fact that all experience arises by a synthesis of mental
forms with the chaotic matter of sense-impressions.
These philosophers allow, however, that all particular
connections are determined by experience. Accord-
ingly, what we have to do here is to inquire how far
this scientific method of explaining mental connec-
tions by facts of experience will carry us. In other
words, we have to ask what light can be thrown on
these tendencies of dream-imagination by ascertained
psychological laws, and more particularly by what are
known as the laws of association.

These laws tell us that of two mental phenomena
which occur together, each will tend to recall the
other whenever it happens to be revived. On the
physiological side, this means that any two parts of
the nervous structures which have acted together
become in some way connected, so that when one
part begins to work the other will tend to work also.
But it is highly probable that a particular structure
acts in a great many different ways. Thus, it may be
stimulated by unlike modes of stimuli, or it may enter
into very various connections with other structures.
What will follow from, this ? One consequence would
appear to be that there will be developed an organic
connection between the two structures, of such a kind
that whenever one is excited the other will be disposed
to act somehow and anyhow, even when there is nothing
in the present mode of activity of the first structure to
determine the second to act in some one definite way,
in other words, when this mode of activity is, roughly
speaking, novel.